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HCCC featured in Tattvaloka Magazine 
 

HCCC is pleased to inform that an article on our beloved Shiva Vishnu Temple was published in 
Tattvaloka, the Splendour of Truth, a spiritual monthly magazine published under the auspices of 
the illustrious Sri Sharada Peetham of Sringeri in India in the February 2015 issue of the magazine. 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As the foremost spiritual magazine, Tattvaloka, is published for over 36 years under an 
educational trust affiliated to the Sringeri Sharada Peetham, founded by Adi Sankara in the 9th 
century. His Holiness Sri Bharati Theertha Mahaswami, the 36th pontiff in the line of succession, is 
the patron-in-chief of the magazine. He provides an exclusive message in every issue, and also 
closely oversees the magazine's content and quality. 
 
Please scroll through the document to read the entire article. 
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cricket grounds and others, all within 
a radius of 50 miles. They have also 
established a vibrant Siva Vishnu 
temple in the city of Livermore, less 
than an hour’s drive from any of 
these places. 

With the Balaji temple in 
Malibu Hills of southern California 
built in 1984 (featured in an 
earlier issue of Tattvãloka) and 
the Livermore Valley temple in 
the northern part that came up in 
1986, California now has two large 
Hindu temples.

As the magnet of technology 
continues to attract the 
best brains from India to 

the US, California is now home to 
over 750,000 Indians, with half of 
them residing in the nine counties 
of the Silicon Valley. 

Hindu families residing in the 
Bay Area, such as San Ramon, 
Cupertino, Fremont, Sunnyvale, 
Santa Clara,  San Jose and  Palo Alto, 
have managed to create a ‘comfy 
Indian’ environment with music 
classes, countless Indian restaurants, 

The Livermore Temple, USA

A blend of Chola and Kalinga styles of architecture 
lends grandeur to this temple in the Bay Area. 

SHARADA CHITYALA
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Unity of Siva and Vishnu

The founding fathers of the 
temple, who were all highly qualified 
professionals with abiding faith in 
sanatana dharma, had agreed on the 
name Siva Vishnu for the temple to 
signify the non-distinction or identity 
between the two, which is stressed 
in names, such as Sankaranarayana 
and Harihara, for the Supreme Being. 
The puranas declare that Sivasya 
Hridyam Vishnuh and Vishnuoscha 
Hridayam Sivaha. 

There are references to Vishnu 
worship in the puranas as Hara 

sapa vimochaka (remover of the 
Brahmahatti affliction of Siva). 
There are also references to Siva 
as Netrarpanesvara, One to whom 
Vishnu offered his own lotus eye to 
make up the one thousandth lotus 
flower during his worship of Siva. 
There is thus a clear declaration of 
the identity of both.  
Auspicious Beginnings 

The Hindu Community and 
Cultural Center (HCCC) that 
came up in 1977 as a non-profit 
organization was the nucleus for 
the temple project, thanks to the 
initiative taken by a few prominent 
Indian community leaders, such as Sri 
Muthuraman Iyer, Smt. Malti Prasad 
and Sri Ramesh Murarka.  HCCC 
had a grand vision for the temple and 
purchased a four-acre block of land 

initially at a price of $80,000 in 1980 
in the city of Livermore. 

The Bhumi Puja and 
foundation-laying took place 
in November 1983. A notable 
feature was the overwhelming 
response of the community 
members to the appeal for funds. 
Money began to pour in, with 
about half a million dollars pledged 
during just a single weekend fund 
raiser event attended by 1,500 
community members at the local 
Granada High School. In fact, in 
front of the ecstatic gathering on 
that occasion, a group of medical 
doctors from the Bay Area made 
an announcement that they would 
sponsor the construction of a 
Community Hall as part of the 
temple complex. 

Sri N. T. Rama Rao, then Chief 
Minister of Andhra Pradesh, had 
laid the foundation stone for the 
temple, attended by all the Hindu 
religious leaders of the Bay Area, 
along with Swami Omkarananda of 
Vedanta Society, Badrika Ashram. 
The foundation stone for the 
cultural centre was laid by the 
famous sitarist Pandit Ravi Shankar.

Even as the temple building 
was coming up, two icons of Lord 
Ganesa and Lord Subrahmanya 
were donated by the spiritual 
leader, Sri Sivaya Subramanya 
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Swamy of Kawai temple at 
Hawaii. Granite icons of Lord 
Vishnu (5 feet tall) and those of 
Maha Lakshmi and Andal were 
donated by the Tirumala Tirupathi 
Devasthanam. The Tamil Nadu 
Government had donated a 
Sivalinga and the devatas of Sri 
Visalakshi, Ganesha, Subramanya, 
Durga and Koshta Vigrahas. 

Padma Sri Muthiah Stapati took 
charge in 1984 for building the 
temple. He took just two years 
to complete the construction 
and ensured that in keeping with 
his style of imparting something 
unique in every temple project 
that he undertook in the US, the 
Livermore temple had a distinctive 
architectural feature. He decided 
to model the tower of the Siva 
shrine after the Kalinga style 
and that of Lord Vishnu in the 
Chola style. This gave a beautiful 
harmony to the entire structure. 

The Maha Kumbhabhishekam 
of the temple was performed 
on July 13, 1986 under the 
supervision of Pandit Ravichandran 
and Sri Rajappa Gurukkal and Sri 
Sampathkumar Bhattacharya of 
Bangalore. Nearly 5,000 people 
including the then California 
Lieutenant Governor, Leo T 
McCarthy, had witnessed the 
function. 

Agamic Rituals

From the beginning, HCCC lays 
stress on strict adherence to rituals 
as per Agamic rules. The temple 
has 13 priests-- one of the largest 
contingents in US--drawn from 
different parts of India and well 
versed in Pancharatra Agama, Vishnu 

Agamas and Vedic recitations. The 
rituals according to time-honoured 
practices impart a sense of sanctity 
to the temple with an air of piety 
pervading the environment at all 
times, attracting a huge number of 
devotees and visitors.
Major Expansion 

HCCC undertook the first 
major expansion in 1994 to erect 
a majestic Rajagopuram and 
Dvajasthambam and setting ornate 
work of panels and pillars. The 
project was completed in two 
years to coincide with the 10th 
anniversary of the temple. 

The 40-foot five-tier 
Rajagopuram, installation of 
Navagraha Mantapam and icons 
of Kala Bairava, Rama Parivar, 
Hanuman, and marble Dasa Buja 
Durga have considerably enhanced 
the appeal of the temple.  

Visitors recall that the unique 
carvings on pillars and erection 
of four pillars at the centre of the 
Mahamantap remind them of the 
grandeur of the corridors in the 
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famous Ramesvaram temple 
south India. 

The expansion project of 
HCCC is part of a Master Plan 
involving an outlay of over US$ 9 
million to develop various facilities 
including acquiring an additional 
eight acres of land and new 
construction of over 23000 sq ft. 

A 600-seater auditorium with 
state-of-the-art facilities and an 
Annadhana Commercial Kitchen 
built in the last two years (and 
donated by two local Hindu 
families are a great attraction at 
the temple complex.

A new 7500 sq ft multi-purpose 
building is now proposed to cater 
to the devotees’ needs for private 
Hindu functions, all connected 
through covered walkway.

The temple celebrated its 
Silver Jubilee in 2002 and the third 
Kumbhabhishekam in June 2010.

The religious services are planned 
carefully to accommodate all Hindu 
festivals. Some popular festivals, such as 
Sri Rama Navami and New Year’s 
Eve, attract a huge number of 
devotees.

Human Services Charter

A  Human Services Committee 
was formed as an integral part of 
HCCC. Crossing barriers of race 
and religion and impelled only by 
the need of the hour, this Charter 
has supported several organisations 
with food, medical and financial 
aid and grants. Small donations as 
Grant in Aid are given annually to 
Indian institutions, such as Samskrita 
Bharati and Samarthanam. 

The Health Advisory Service, 
which is also a part of this Charter, 
runs weekly free clinics at the 
Assembly Hall, with the help of a 
team of 25 doctors. 
Youth Charter

An extensive library featuring 
books and audio-visual media on 
Vedic literature, Hindu religion 
and Indian history is now part of 
the temple complex. Bala Jyoti and 
Bhakti Jyoti classes are conducted 
regularly for children and devout.

Mr. Prabhakar Bhanoori, the 
current President of HCCC is 
justifiably proud of the temple and 
the great facilities the committee 
has built over the past 30 years, 
and says the temple complex helps 
to reaffirm the devotees’ faith in 
sanatana dharma, and the oneness 
of all beings as reflection of the 
Supreme Being. 

Sharada Chityala, New York, 

can be reached at sharadac@

aol.com
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